
Chairman’s Report May 2011-12



Task Days
During the year 18 different volunteers have completed 20.5 Task Days, totaling 617 hours. There are c. 7 experienced regulars, and the ever-popular scrub bashing has concentrated on the Orchid Bank, the bridleway between the Warenne and the Dew Pond, and the North Face. 

The 2012-2013 focus will be re-siting the fence above the bridleway on the North Side (between the Little Danny junction of paths and the cattle trough 400m to the west). Other Task Days will take place on the Orchid Bank, the summit plateau and repairing the Dew Pond in Wellcombe Bottom with the NT.

Hurst College is providing 30 students for a Scrub-bashing day on June 29th  (bridleway N of Chantry Farm on West side of hill to be cleared).  MB is leading and would appreciate assistance from regular volunteers.

Red Earth
This artistic event took place over the weekend of 8/9 October 2011. The weather was kind and attracted c.250 people both days. Red Earth had assembled a musical, artistic performance spectacle including Japanese and Mongolian artists, Russian Choir and a local choir performing a traditional Sussex Copper Family song. Access from Chantry Farm followed by a themed walk eventually arriving at the Fold (Wellcombe Bottom- timber cut Spring 2011 by FoW, NT and other volunteers). The finale was on the brow of the Hillfort with the sunset as background, and Sunday witnessed one of the most memorable sunsets for many a year. The event was overall considered a great success, but ultimately Wolstonbury was the star.

Osborne Family Bench
MB built the bench at Saddlescombe and was installed as part of the Task Day on 18.2.12 on the North Face. Martin Osborne plus 7 members of his family were in attendance and assisting. Aside from covering the costs, the Osborne family made a very generous contribution of £150 to the FoW. 

Bronze Age Axe Head Find 
David Tester presented this find at the FoW Open Meeting on Jan 31st. The Sussex Archaeological Trust believes it is genuine and this will hopefully be confirmed by the British Museum within the next 2 weeks. It is the first known “Find” on Wolstonbury.

Hurstpierpoint Brownie Pack
MB led very successful Walk on May 12th. 40+ people and £30 for FoW after whip round split 50/50 with Brownies.

Sussex Archaeological Trust Survey
NM completed the survey for the above. To be undertaken twice a year. Report is discussed with NT before submission.

Training 
NM and Sarah Witts attended BTCV leadership course. The FoW now has 4 Task Day leaders. HP and MM will be attending a First Aid Course in near future.

Website
Andrew Purdey has kindly taken over the hosting and webmaster responsibilities from Ian Pack. Andrew is MB’s brother in-law. Thanks to Ian for keeping the website running post his relinquishing the Chairmanship last May.

Communication
Aside from regular email prompts to all members about forthcoming events, we now regularly circulate newsletters from the Sussex Wildlife Trust, South Downs Society, and other relevant organisations.

Organised Walks
A Spring Nature Walk was held and 19 species of birds were spotted. A full programme is taking place in 2012, and we are hopeful of hosting a butterfly walk in 2013.

Thanks
… to all who contribute time and energy to the Task Days and undertaking  administrative functions,  various contributors to the website, Oldlands Mill for loan of display boards, and  the NT at Saddlescombe Farm for guidance, special tools and support.

Forthcoming Events

26.5.2012  Phil Clay of the BTO. 07.00 New Way Lane Bend. £3

10.6.2012  Graham Welfare of NT. Plough at Pyecombe at 10.30 
(prior booking needed on 01273  857712  or graham.welfare@nationaltrust.org  £3
numbers restricted to 25)

24.6.2012  Sussex Festival of Nature (formerly Springwatch) 10-17.00  Stanmer Park
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sussexnaturefestival

9.9.12  Saddlescombe Farm Open Day (FoW not having stand)

23.9.12 Hurstpierpoint Festival (Archaeological and Geographical Walk) led by NM £3 (numbers restricted to 40- booking through Hurst Festival

6.11.12 Hurstpierpoint Village Centre (Club Suite). Re-Launch of FoW. Talk by Graham Welfare, NT.

Spring 2013 Date TBC   Saddlescombe Farm Open Day (FoW will have stand)
May 2013     Date TBC    Plumpton College( FoW will have stand)
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